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WARH%]}Q@STER missile. Minutoman force. cals

for 800 minuteman 1 missiles

and 200 minuteman 2’s. An un-

iSpecial Offensive Capability specified number of the older
i p ) sl d Minuteman 1 missiles will be
‘\ of Poseidon Disclose replaced with the latest Minute-
I R man 3 version when it becomes
| By WILLIAM M. BEECHER available in a fow vears.

The Administration’s plan to
develop the Poseidon, a much
larger and advanced version of

$pecial to The New York Times
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\United States officials said to . |the Polaris missile, was first
day that the new submarine- . |disclosed two years ago.
launched Poscidon missile, now .| But only last November, De-l’

- d, would carry, fense Sceretary Roberl S. M
bel?g- 1dcxelx(1:§zmds Namara announced at the
ultiple ads. .
mOng major purpose of Su_Ch 51?;(?51 g’lloafl)g\?]gt t}.}iltm?oen
clusters of warhcads on a sin- move from development to
gle missile is to swarm over an duction of the subma
enemy antimissile defense in launchod' n_ﬂssile at a cos
n of slipping some nuclear several billion dollars. y
opes t b r; Mr. McNamara coupled
weapons througi. . Jahnouncement with word?

Another is te cnable one mis- [there was “considerable :

sile to attack goveral targets Slt; k genlcc"‘ that thct Russ;anst:

. a single targc eploying a system of ant
.wm“lt?““"uSly o R raphic Ciin iseiios in the Soviet Unién,
\CO"Q““?; a wide geob |7 The juxtaposition of the :de-
arca. . claration on Soviet misgsile
" The whole question of mulli- ‘|defense activity and United!

ple warheads has herctofore {States offcnsige missile resp! )

ddered hig confiden~ ‘I'was no coincidence, sources'say.
b‘cen qonb1dclo§1 hlbhgnder the “1Mr. McNamara intended to
tial information. ol nd ‘imake clear that the Govern-
ground rules of a backgrou “Imént considered 1t absoliitely
news scssion today, the officials -|yital to maintain an unguestion-
who chose to talk about Posci- able ahility to rctaliate ag;ainst
Aon's special capability may not a possible encmy first strike

by * wiping out the attacker'sy
homeland, even if that home-
land was defended by sophis-

be identificd. )
The officials were talking

about two improved versilons of . Tticated systems.
the Minuteman intercontinental The poscidon, which is believe
pallistic  missiles.  They then to have at least twice the pay-

load capability as existing
Polaris missiles, could also carry
a  variety of electronic and

noted that the number of war-
heads that Poseidon would carry

wing muceh larger. other devices aimed at confus-
From other sources it was ing the radar controlling the

jowrned that the Minuteman 2 - (‘,I‘lyl‘,‘l'ﬂ)"[\‘ antimissile .dcﬁcnses.

\.nick;jl(\ was  not currently I'he  Administration’s new

budget, which will go to Con-
oress next week, is understood
to contain a request for funds

planned to carry multi_plc war-
heads but that the Minuteman

358, currently under advanced 2lto build the Poseidon and to
development, would. modily existing Polaris slixb-
‘osent planning for the 1,000 marines to accommodate the
Present plin,,“g"__ now missile in their launching
Continued on Page 12, Coluwnn 4 tubes.

Vory little is known about
timultiple warheads. It is believed
L{that one early version, perhaps
slated for usc on Minuteman 3,
is designed to scparate into
is|three separate warheads just
i-ipefore arriving at the extreme
sirange  of  defensive  missiles,
s-lthereby multiplying the enemy’s
riinterception problems.

c-1  Later models may carry larg-
o.‘nr numbers of Individual war-
1¢ heads to be released at different

w(&ng,‘ diffcrent targets on
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